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TRANSCRIPTION BEGIN

[BILL]  My name is Bill Gregory.  And I guess I’m a host for you over the next two days for two reasons.  One, they couldn’t find anyone that was qualified who would be willing to do it, and two, I have . . .  a tiny bit of notoriety as far as space goes in that thirteen years ago today, in fact, I was orbiting the Earth . . . for nearly 17 days . . . on Endeavor . . . which some of us refer to as OV105.  
So . . . I got an annual phone call on Sunday.  There’s one person out there who’s a space buff, who’s a freelance writer, who remembers every year, and calls and leaves a message, and my family never remembers.  I remember, but I don’t tell them.  I always wait until the next morning and say, “Do you remember what yesterday is?”  “No, no, it’s not garbage day. . .”
So, what are you gonna do?  In any case, we have quite a group of folks here.  I appreciate you coming.  Thank you very much for attending.  This is, I’m sure all of you remember the old commercials for 7-Up, the un-cola, the un-cola nut.  This is kind of the un-conference.  This conference is going to be different than a lot of conferences that you’ve attended.  You notice there wasn’t an exhibition area.  We don’t have $50,000 being spent by companies putting up major booths.  We’re not here to sell things.  What we’re actually here to do is to share ideas.

I was at a great conference last week which was kind of a standard mold conference, and we had moderator panels.  And each person gave a great presentation on their area of expertise.  And then at the end of it, the moderator says, “OK.  We’ve got one minute for questions.”  That is absolutely, positively what we are not here to do today.  And tomorrow.  
We are here to exchange ideas.  So you’re gonna find that the moderator panels are going to give very short, succinct presentations.  Some without slides.  We’re just gonna talk a little bit.  And the majority of what we want to accomplish is interaction.  We want questions.  We want comments.  As long as we don’t have too many fist fights and, you know, actual physical damage, that would probably be best.

All right.  And are you set to go recording?  So we can record the important stuff now that I’ve babbled?  Got it.
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